
Research Assistant Position 
(to be completed by faculty members seeking a Research Assistant) 

Project title: Prosocial Behaviour and Connection to Place among Older Adults 
 

Brief project description: 

The aging population of Newfoundland is at the vanguard of the demographic shift underway in the rest of 
Canada, towards older adults. By exploring this group in Newfoundland, we can gain insights that be useful for 
the rest of the country, and throughout the world.  

The wellbeing of older adults depends in part on the strength of their social connections – to friends and family 
(Litwin, & Shiovitz-Ezra, 2010), but also to the communities of which they are a part (Cramm, Van Dijk, & 
Nieboer, 2012). Conversely, communities themselves often benefit when older adults are active, sharing their 
time, knowledge and resources. To the best of our knowledge, no systematic study of the relationship between 
older adults and prosocial (volunteering and charitable donating) behaviour has been conducted in 
Newfoundland. This project will fill this gap in our knowledge.  

We will examine how older adults view financial donations and volunteering, and how this relates to their 
connections to place. We will seek to assess knowledge, motivations, and barriers related to local prosocial 
opportunities. This knowledge will help us better understand philanthropy in rural Newfoundland, and may 
provide valuable information for charities and community foundations hoping to increase charitable and 
volunteering activities. 

Faculty member: Dr. Daniel Nadolny 

Semester(s) available: Fall, Winter and Spring  

Proposed RA duties: 
 
In this project, a graduate student will assist with a research project studying donating and volunteering in older 
adults in western Newfoundland, and how this related to their sense of connection to place and the community. 
The assistance will include helping with literature searches, aspects of the study design, and helping supervise 
data collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Which of the following qualifications are necessary for this research assistantship? 

Bachelor degree in: or       N/A 

Other: 
 

Please list required skills or experience. Please list preferred skills or experience. 

-    
- Psychology training, education or background 

would be an asset and/or work in rural 
communities or with seniors/older adults.  

 
 

 

 

 

Signature:  
 

Date:  

 

Ideally, graduate RAships provide important opportunities for graduate student skill and/or network 
development. What skills and/or connections/networking opportunities would a student completing the 
proposed RAship gain?  

 
 

- Will involve connecting with researchers in NL and with community stakeholders as part of the Aging 
Research Centre of NL (https://www.grenfell.mun.ca/academics-and-research/Pages/Aging-Research-
Centre.aspx)  

- Research and writing experience  
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